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June 17, 2020 
 
 
Lesli Gooch, Ph.D. 
Chief Executive Officer 
Manufactured Housing Institute 
1655 Fort Myer Drive, Suite 200 
Arlington, VA  22209-3108 
 
Dear Dr. Gooch: 
 
 On behalf of Secretary Benjamin Carson, Sr., thank you for your letter regarding regulations 
and financing of manufactured housing.  The following information is provided by the Federal 
Housing Administration’s (FHA) Office of Single Family Housing and the Office of Manufactured 
Housing Programs (OMHP). 
 
Financing 
 

FHA recognizes the impact that the COVID-19 National Emergency has had on the 
economy and manufactured housing industry.  FHA is continuing to evaluate its programs for 
additional changes that can be made to eliminate regulatory burdens for affordable housing.  

 
HUD Code Updates 
 

As you may be aware, OMHP has recently been successful in finalizing some long-needed 
updates to the federal construction and safety standards and has taken other measures to expedite 
functions and alleviate regulatory burdens within the manufactured housing industry. 
 

OMHP also recently published a proposed rule that would update more standards and is 
currently in the process of finalizing that rule.  The office is also working on other initiatives to 
improve relationships with state agencies and in developing more effective lines of communication 
with manufacturers and third parties.  OMHP has been unable to process many other revised 
standards updates on a regular cadence due to numerous choke points and dependencies within the 
process.  Many of these challenges are beyond OMHP’s and, at times, HUD’s jurisdiction, which 
has resulted in a backlog in code updates of about 10 years. 
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Your letter raises the need for a special regulatory path for revisions to the manufactured 
home standards and regulations to eliminate the current regulatory backlog (predominantly updates 
or revisions to building standards).  Enhanced organizational authority for OMHP may improve 
prioritization of manufactured housing initiatives, particularly by offices involved in rulemaking 
(notably the Office of General Counsel and the Office of Policy, Development, and Research), and 
thereby reduce competing priorities from the Office of Risk Management and Regulatory Affairs or 
other unrelated HUD offices.  Such administrative or operational improvements would be beneficial 
because, as you make clear in your letter: 
 

  “When the HUD Code is not regularly updated, 
  it places an inordinate burden on manufacturers,  
  forcing them to navigate an outdated regulatory 
  landscape to simply provide consumers with the 
  latest innovations, technologies, and features they 
  demand. …” 

 
OMHP oversees the Manufactured Housing Consensus Committee (MHCC); a statutory 

Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) body charged with providing recommendations to the 
Secretary on new and revised manufactured home construction and safety standards and related 
procedural and enforcement regulations.  OMHP has worked closely with the MHCC’s 
Administering Organization (AO) to streamline and improve its meeting control processes and has 
worked to improve communication among its members in working with the various subcommittees. 
 

OMHP and the AO have instituted more stringent oversight and controls regarding the 
public’s interactions during committee meetings.  In prior years, the public’s ongoing and 
sometimes extensive interactions with the committee created distractions during meetings that 
slowed overall productivity of the committee.  Moreover, the OMHP has directed the AO to send 
recommendations directly to the various subcommittees, since those subcommittees are designed to 
handle technically complex issues that, in the past, have slowed the consensus building process and 
delayed the full committee’s thoughtful recommendations.  In the aggregate, these changes reflect 
several of the best practices and controls in place for the MHCC and other code-making bodies and 
other FACAs generally. 
 

I hope this information is helpful to you.  Thank you for your interest in the Department’s 
programs. 
 

Sincerely, 

6/18/2020

X
Teresa B. Payne, Administrator

Office of Manufactured Housing Programs

Signed by: TERESA PAYNE  


