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GAO Report Highlights Rental Affordability Crisis  
 
A recent U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) report on the state of rental housing in the U.S. 
confirms that families across the country struggle to find affordable rental housing that isn’t cost 
prohibitive noting that many renters are  considered “rent burdened” – paying over 30 percent of their 
income for rent. Now more than ever, as the COVID-19 pandemic has redefined the value and meaning 
of “home,” it is critical Americans have access to safe, secure, and affordable homes of their own. 
Manufactured housing is filling the market supply gap, providing homes that are both affordable and of 
the highest quality. 
  
The report builds on and affirms what industry researchers have argued for years – a lack of quality and 
affordable housing supply is driving prices up for renters and homeowners alike. The report states that 
“The rising rent burden is part of a long-term trend in rental unaffordability, as supply has not kept pace 
with demand for rental units. With fewer affordable apartments available, rent burdens increased among 
lower-income households, who were forced to spend a greater proportion of income on rent.” 
  
Analyzing data from the American Community Survey and American Housing Survey from 2001 through 
2017, GAO found that almost half (48 percent) of all renter households were rent burdened. Of particular 
concern, the findings show that low-income households struggle significantly to find access to affordable 
rental housing, with almost 75 percent of low-income renter households experiencing rent burden, 
putting over half of their income towards rent. The report also notes that rent burden is common among 
renter households in rural areas, not just urban and suburban. Further, the data highlights how low-
income renter households are also most likely to live in low-quality rental housing with serious 
deficiencies, that lack essential components of a dwelling (such as heating equipment or hot and cold 
running water).  
  
MHI is committed to working with Congress and the Administration to break down barriers and open up 
opportunities for our industry and help make the American dream of homeownership a possibility for 
millions of families for whom buying a home of their own would otherwise be out of reach. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact MHI's Advocacy and Communications Department at 
MHIgov@mfghome.org or 703-558-0675.  
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